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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT, 

1925. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Greyfriars. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  a  report  on  the 
health  of  the  City  for  1925.  The  Ministry  of  Health  require 
that  this  should  be  a  survey  report  dealing  with  the  measure 
of  progress  made  during  the  preceding  five  years,  the 
changes  made  in  the  same  period  in  the  public  health  ser¬ 
vices  and  plans  for  future  developments ,  and  I  have  dealt 
with  some  of  the  services  at  considerable  length.  In  the 
case  of  a  single  town  or  district  it  is  impossible  to  say  to 
wliat  extent  the  progress  made  is  a  direct  result  of  the 
changes  in  the  public  health  services,  but  a  careful  analysis 
of  the  survey  reports  for  the  whole  country  should  enable 
fairly  definite  conclusions  to  be  drawn  as  to  how  far  the 
extra  time,  labour  and  money  expended  as  a  result  of  these 
changes  has  borne  fruit. 

In  this  connection  the  changes,  effected  in  the  public 
health  services  of  the  City  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

In  1900  the  staff  consisted  of  a  part-time  medical  officer 
of  health,  a  sanitary  inspector  and  an  assistant,  and  p  man 
who  acted  as  disinfector  and  did  a  little  clerical  work.  The 
City  possessed  a  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  (Small  Pox, 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria),  but  there  were  no  municipal 
arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  any  other  forms  of  disease. 

To-day,  including  the  school  medical  service,  the  stall 
consists  of  a  whole-time  medical  officer  of  health  and  an 
assistant  medical  officer  of  health,  a  sanitary  inspector  and 
an  assistant  sanitary  inspector,  an  outdoor  assistant,  five 
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fully  trained  lady  health  visitors,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  a 
junior  clerk  and  two  disinfectors,  as  well  as  two  full-time 
dentists,  two  dental  nurses  and  a  lady  clerk,  who  devote  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  school  work. 

In  addition  to  the  hospital  for  infectious  diseases,  there 
is  a  separate  hospital  for  Small  Pox,  and  special  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  the  treatment  of  various  diseases 
in  different  institutions. 

The  following  particulars  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
cost  and  scope  of  the  work. 

Tuberculosis. 

Dispensary  held  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  three  days 
a  week  at  a  cost  of  ^TSo  per  annum  for  rooms  and  drugs. 
Twenty  beds  at  the  Cowley  Road  Hospital  at  45/-  per  bed 
per  week.  £s°°  per  annum  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 
Three  beds  at  Hermitage  for  delicate  children  at  £^20 
per  annum.  Payment  is  also  made  for  a  considerable 
number  of  special  cases  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  and 
various  sanatoria. 

Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare. 

£1,000  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  as 
a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  their  work,  and  special 
arrangements  are  made  with  the  Eye  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  cost  of  the  City  cases  at  the  V.  D.  clinic  at  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary  is  from  ^£,'700 — ^£'800  per  annum. 

School  Medical  Service. 

In  addition  to  the  dental  clinics,  six  clinics  for  minor 
ailments  are  held  weekly — a  special  clinic  is  arranged  at 
the  Eye  Hospital,  and  ^100  per  annum  is  paid  to  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary  for  their  work  in  connection  with  the 
tonsils  and  adenoids.  Institutional  treatment  is  also  pro¬ 
vided  for  a  small  number  of  special  cases. 

The  above  is  a  rough  and  incomplete  account  of  some  oi 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place,  but,  as  was  stated 
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above,  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  far  they  have  affected  the 
progress  made. 

In  the  following  table  will  be  found  the  average  number 
of  deaths  per  vear  for  each  quinquennial  period  from  some 
of  the,  so  called,  preventable  diseases  since  1900. 

In  1900  the  population  was  49,137,  the  death  rate  14-59, 
and  the  birth  rate  23*62,  while  the  corresponding  figures  for 
1924  were  57,260,  11-94  and  !5'3  respectively. 


Period. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Mea¬ 

sles. 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough. 

Tuberculosis. 
Pulrnon-  Other 
ary.  Forms. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Diseases. 

Influ¬ 

enza. 

Diarrhoea. 

1900-04 

1.2 

i  .6 

6.0 

9.8 

56.8 

13.2 

1 0 1 . 2 

x5-4 

14.6 

I9°5'°9 

3-8 

3-8 

4.8 

8.6 

55-4 

9.6 

98.6 

10.4 

II. 4 

1910-14 

0.6 

2.2 

7.0 

8.2 

5T-4 

1 1.4 

90.8 

7.2 

1 3 . 0 

I9I5- i9 

0.0 

6.4 

6.4 

3-6 

45-8 

x3-6 

1 1 1.4 

56 -4 

8.0 

1920-24 

2.0 

3-6 

1.6 

3-o 

36-4 

12.8 

96.S 

19.2 

4-4 

The  figures  are  better  than  they  look,  as  the  population 
has  increased  by  about  one-sixth  since  1900.  The  most 
striking  figures  are  those  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
diarrhoea,  in  spite  of  an  epidemic  of  the  latter  in  1911. 
Diarrhoea  is,  or  rather  was,  one  of  the  common  causes  of 
death  among  infants,  and  it  is  significant  that  so  much 
attention  has  been  given  to  consumption  and  infant  welfare 
in  recent  years. 

I  must  repeat,  however,  that  it  is  impossible  to  draw  any 
definite  conclusions  as  to  the  effect  of  changes  on  progress, 
and  when  we  boast  of  the  advances  made  in.  preventive 
medicine  we  should  do  well  to  remember  the  influenza  epi¬ 
demic  of  1918. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area.  (In  acres)  4,719. 

Population. 

Census  1921,  57,052. 

Estimated  1925,  57,090. 

Standardizing  factor  for  death  rate,  o-86o. 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  area. 

Low  lying  land,  intersected  with  rivers  and  streams, 
rising  towards  the  north  and  east.  Subsoil  : — River  gravel 
over  clay,  which  comes  to  the  surface  in  places. 
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Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  12,318  (including-  11,456 
undivided  private  houses). 

Number  of  families,  or  separate  occupiers ,  12,931. 
Rateable  value  April,  1925,  ^487,693. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  jQ  1 ,960. 


Social  Conditions. 

Chief  occupations  calculated  per  1,000  persons  over 
twelve  years  of  age. 

Males. 


Commerce  and  Finance  (excluding  clerks)  . 
Professional  Occupations 
Persona]  Service 
Railway  and  Road  Transport 
Metal  Workers 
Printers 
Females. 

Personal  Service 

Professional  Occupation  (excluding  clerks)  . 
Commerce  and  Finance 

Textile  Workers  and  makers  of  textile  goods 


93 

80 

7l 

69 

49 

36 

203 

41 

40 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  birth,  deatfy  and  infant  mortality  rates  for  the  last 
five  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Year. 

Population 

Births 

Number.  Rate. 

Deaths. 

Number.  Rate. 

Infant  Deaths. 
Number.  Hate. 

I92  I 

56400 

929 

16,47 

599 

1 0 . 63 

34 

36.6 

I922 

565IO 

902 

1 5.96 

721 

I2-75 

54 

58*7 

X923 

56920 

876 

1 5-39 

59 1 

10.38 

39 

44*5 

!924 

57260 

878 

I5'3° 

684 

11.94 

46 

52-4 

l92S 

57090 

882 

C5-45 

675 

1 1.82 

45 

51.0 

The  standard 

death  rate  for 

1925  was 

10. 16. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  are  calculated  per  1000  of  the 
population,  and  those  for  infant  deaths  per  1000  births. 

The  882  births  (boys  480,  girls  402)  include  29  infants  who 
were  born  away  from  Oxford;  37  or  4.2  per  cent,  of  the 
births  were  registered  as  being  illegitimate.  There  was  a 
siderable  rise  after  its  termination,  the  figure  for  1920'  being 
war  (only  656  being  registered  in  1917),  followed  by  a  con- 
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siderable  rise  after  its  termination,  the  figure  for  1920  being- 
1,083.  In  these  days  of  small  families,  however,  the  number 
has  rapidly  declined,  and  we  now  seem  to  have  reached  a 
fairly  constant  level. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  dealt  with  under  ‘  Infant 
Welfare,’  and  the  other  figures  call  for  little  comment — a 
population  which  is  increasing  very  slowly  and  a  fairly  low 
death  rate  which  fluctuates  with  the  prevalence,  or  the  re¬ 
verse,  of  respiratory  diseases.  Undoubtedly  the  weather  is 
a  very  important  factor  in  vital  statistics  even  now-a-days. 

The  various  causes  of  death  during  1925  are  set  out  in 
the  following  table  : — 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

All  ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1 — 2  years. 

2  —  5  years. 

X 

u 

V 

rO 

l -O 

X 

u 

a 

<V 

>> 

IT, 

c* 

1 

i/T 

PM 

tn 

u 

a 

>) 

LO 

Tf 

IN 

X 

c5 

0) 

1-0 

80 

Over  65  years. 

: 

Deaths 
in  | 

Public  1 
Institu-  \ 
tions. 

J 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

3 

1 

.  . . 

j 

Influenza 

?4 

5 

4 

15 

4  I 

Actinomycosis 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

Measles 

1 

I 

. . . 

.  .  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

i 

I 

. .  . 

. . . 

1 

typhoid  Fever  ‘B’  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 1 

1 

1 

. . . 

'j 

S 

4 

2 

7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

43 

3 

7 

'9 

13 

1 

17 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases... 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

5 

Cancer 

1 00 

.  .  . 

5 

35 

59 

33 

Syphilis 

3 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis 

0 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

8" 

I 

4 

18 

64 

12 

Bronchitis 

48 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

10 

36 

J 

Pneumonia,, 

56 

1  2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

9 

19 

22 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

7 

1 

1 

♦  .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

Appendicitis 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

... 

Alcoholism 

1 

... 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

Nephritis 

21 

2 

7 

12 

9 

Premature  Birth  and  Con¬ 
genital  Defects  ... 

1 3 

1  2 

1 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  &  Parturition 

3 

1 

. 

2  i 

•  •  • 

1 

Violent  Deaths  excluding 
Suicide 

18 

2 

3 

1 

5 

7 

I 

8 

Suicide 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

> 

1 

... 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

21 1 

1 1 

2 

1 

2 

13 

37 

l4S 

70 

All  CAusrs  ... 

67c 

45 

4 

7 

U 

17 

70 

’  52 

565 

21 1 

8 


The  death  rate  for  the  year  may  be  regarded  as  fairly 
satisfactory  in  spite  of  the  high  mortality  from  respiratory 
diseases  and  influenza  in  the  first  quarter.  The  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases  and  the  various  forms  of  tuberculosis, 
and  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  are  dealt  with  under 
their  respective  headings. 

2 n  deaths  of  residents  occurred  in  institutions,  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  being  192. 

Deaths  in  Institutions  —  Residents.  Non-residents. 


Radcliffe  Infirmary  ... 

92 

1 54 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  Maternity 

Section 

7 

8 

Cowley  Road  Hospital 

58 

2 

Cowley  Road  Hospital  Tuber¬ 

culosis  Section 

10 

1 

Other  Institutions  (in  Oxford) 

10 

J9 

,,  ,,  (out  of  Oxford) 

0 A 

J  “T 

Total 

21  I 

184 

Transferable  Deaths. 

The  inward  transfers  numbered  50,  34  of  which  took 
place  in  institutions  outside  the  City  (County  Mental  Hos¬ 
pital  7  and  Hill  House  18),  and  the  outward  190,  of  which 
all  but  six  occurred  in  institutions. 

Inquests. 

Inquests  were  held  in  connection  with  44  deaths  of  resi¬ 
dents. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 
Hospital  Facilities. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Four  beds  for  advanced  or  observation  cases  at  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital,  Abingdon  Road. 

( b )  Twenty- beds  at  the  City  Tuberculosis  Section  of  the 
Cowley  Road  Hospital  for  pulmonary  cases  in  all  stages. 
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(c)  Five  beds  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Heading-ton, 
for  surg-ical  cases. 

(d)  Special  cases  are  admitted  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary  and  County  Hospital  or  sent  to  various 
sanatoria. 

(e)  Three  beds  at  Hermitage  for  delicate  children. 

(ii)  Maternity  and  Children. 

Beds  are  not  reserved  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  but  a 
lump  sum  is  paid  annually.  The  work  is  dealt  with  under 
the  heading  of  Infant  Welfare. 

(iii)  Fever. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated  at  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital  (48  beds)  and  payment  is  made  to  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary  for  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  admitted  to 
their  wards. 

(iv)  Small-Pox. 

The  City  have  a  small-pox  hospital  (13  beds)  situated 
four  and  a  half  miles  from  Carfax. 

(v)  Other  Diseases. 

Special  arrangements  with  the  Eye  Hospital  for  treatment 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  a  grant  made  to  the  Rad¬ 
cliffe  Infirmary  for  school  children  suffering  from  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  cases.  A  horse  ambulance  is  kept  at  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Other  cases  and  accidents.  A  motor  ambulance, 
available  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  is  kept  at  the  fire 
station. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

An  Ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  the  Maternity  Section  and 
a  baby  clinic  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary.  The  City  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  the  work.  Seven  weighing  centres  are 
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provided  by  a  voluntary  association  and  an  official  nurse  is 
present  at  every  session. 

School  Clinics. 

(i)  Minor  ailments.  Three  sessions  weekly  at  the  Medical 
room,  St.  Ablate’ s,  and  one  at  three  schools. 

(ii)  Eyes.  One  morning-  a  week  at  the  Eye  Hospital. 

(iii)  Teeth.  One  clinic  at  the  Medical  room  and  one  peri¬ 
patetic  which  is  moved  from  school  to  school. 

All  the  above  are  provided  by  the  Education  Authority. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Two  morning  and  one  evening  session  weekly  at  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary.  The  staff  is  provided  by  the  City  and 
an  annual  payment  is  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  rooms  and 
drugs. 

Venereal  Disease. 

A  treatment  centre  is  held  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  and 
the  cost  is  divided  between  the  City  and  other  local  authori¬ 
ties. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

A  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  an  assistant,  who  are 
also  School  Medical  Officers. 

A  Sanitary  Inspector,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
an  outdoor  assistant. 

A  Senior  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives  and 
four  health  visitors  who  are  fully  trained  nurses. 
Three  of  the  health  nurses  are  also  school  nurses. 

A  Veterinary  Surgeon  who  devotes  part  of  his  time  to 
other  work  of  the  City. 

Two  Disinfectors  and  a  Clerk. 

Names,  qualifications,  etc.,  are  given  on  the  first  page  of 
this  report. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Acland  District  Nursing  Association  have  a  nurse  in 
nearly  every  parish.  Special  arrangements  have  to  be  made 
for  dealing  with  infectious  cases  when  necessary. 


Midwives. 

The  Local  Authority  does  not  itself  employ  any  midwives. 
23  gave  notice  of  practising  in  1925. 

Chemical  Work. 

All  the  routine  chemical  work  in  connection  with  the 
analysis  of  samples  of  water,  milk  and  so  forth  is  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst. 

Legislation  in  force. 

Date  of 


Adoptive  Acts. 

Adoption. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

1 904 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

PartHI. 

1904 

»  >>  I9°7* 

Part  V. 

1909 

Sect.  27. 

1923 

Sect.  47. 

1924 

Part  VI. 

1924 

Sect.  95. 

#1925 

Local  Acts. 

Oxford  Corporation  Act,  1925. 


Byelaws. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  Houses  let  in  lodgings  and 
Slaughter  Houses. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  Binsey,  practically  every  house  in 
the  City  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  City  Waterworks. 
The  supply  is  drawn  from  the  Thames,  a  short  distance 
above  King’s  Weir,  and  flows  by  gravitation  on  to  the  filter 
beds  at  New  Hinksey,  from  whence  it  is  pumped  to  the 
mains  feeding  the  City. 

The  service  is  constant  and  the  supply,  when  the  pumps 
are  not  working,  is  maintained  by  means  of  reservoirs  on 
Headington  Hill  and  Shotover. 

In  times  of  flood,  when  the  river  is  turbid,  the  supply  is 
drawn  from  the  lake  at  New  Hinksey. 
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The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  is  30  gallons. 
The  water,  which  is  analysed  at  frequent  intervals,  is  of  good 
quality,  but  somewhat  hard,  containing  on  an  average  23 
grains  of  dissolved  solid  matter  per  gallon,  consisting  chiefly 
of  calcium  carbonate. 

There  has  never  been  any  danger  of  a  shortage. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  and  streams  running  into  it  are  under  the 
Thames  Conservancy.  There  is  a  special  committee  which 
pays  periodical  visits  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  various 
streams  and  backwaters. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  surface  water  is  discharged  into  the  various  streams 
and  water  courses,  catch  pits  being  provided  to  intercept  the 
road  detritus.  The  bulk  of  sewage  flows  by  gravitation  to 
Sandford,  where  it  is  pumped  up  to  the  sewage  farm,  but, 
owing  to  the  want  of  fall,  it  has  been  necessary  to  provide 
special  lifts  for  the  sewage  from  the  West  end  of  the  Botley 
Road  and  the  South  end  of  the  Abingdon  Road. 

The  sewage,  amounting  to  over  2,000,000  gallons  per 
day,  is  pumped  into  four  large  lagoons  on  the  farm,  which 
act  as  septic  tanks,  and  is  then  treated  by  downward  inter¬ 
mittent  filtration  through  the  ground,  and  the  final  result  is 
an  excellent  effluent. 

Closets. 

With  the  exception  of  Rinsey  and  a  few  isolated  buildings, 
the  whole  of  the  closets  in  Oxford  are  connected  with  the 
sewers. 

Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  and  removal  of  house  refuse  are  under 
the  control  of  the  City  Engineer.  House  refuse  is  collected 
three  times  a  week  and  carted  to  pieces  of  low  lying  land, 
where  it  is  tipped  and  covered  over  with  soil.  The  total 
number  of  loads  dealt  with  in  1925  was  25,000. 

The  system  has  the  advantage  of  being  economical  and 
the  land  thus  raised  has  been  utilized  for  allotments  and 
playgrounds,  but  the  process  is  unsightly. 
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The  use  of  moveable  receptacles  is  almost  universal,  but 
the  character  of  some  of  them  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  full  account  of  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector’s  report. 

Schools. 

All  the  Schools  are  supplied  with  Citv  water  and  the 
closets  connected  with  the  sewers. 

Housing. 

The  following-  table  from  the  1921  Census  returns,  show¬ 
ing-  the  number  of  persons  per  acre  and  rooms  per  person  in 
the  respective  parishes,  gives  a  good  general  idea  of  the 
situation  in  Oxford.  The  figures  for  the  parish  ‘  Oxford 
University  ’  have  been  omitted. 


Persons 

Rooms  per 

Parish 

Population. 

per  acre. 

person. 

Binsey 

6  3 

O.  I 

I-I3 

Cowley  St.  John 

13181 

U5-5 

1.36 

Holvwell 

J 

846 

3-4 

1  -79 

St.  Aldates  ... 

5674 

10.6 

1.27 

St.  Clements 

4373 

8.2 

1.26 

St.  Ebbes  . 

4497 

93-7 

1 .03 

St.  Giles 

1 4733 

i4-3 

t  .70 

St.  John 

188 

21.0 

1. 81 

St.  Martin 

362 

30.2 

1. 41 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  . 

T34° 

3 1  *  9 

1.65 

St.  Mary-the-Virgin  . 

225 

18.8 

1.40 

St.  Michael 

4r4 

27.6 

i*35 

St.  Peter-in-the-East 

457 

5*3 

1.70 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey 

502 

45- 6 

1 . 19 

St.  Thomas  ... 

8737 

I2.3 

U25 

Oxford  C.B. 

55592 

12.  I 

1.40 

With  regard  to  the  heading  ‘  Persons 

per  acre 

’  it  must  be 

remembered  that  some  of 

the  parishes, 

e.g.  Bin 

sey,  include 

large  areas  of  land  with  no  houses. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  room — and  rooms 
include  the  kitchen  and  living  room — is  apt  to  be  very  mis¬ 
leading,  as  a  few  overcrowded  courts  will  have  a  very  small 
effect  on  a  large  parish  ;  but  the  table  gives  a  good  idea  of 
the  congestion  prevailing  in  St.  Ebbe’s  and  St.  Peter  le 
Bailey. 

Further,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  figures  simply 
represent  the  number  of  people  in  a  house  and  the  number  of 
rooms.  A  five-roomed  house  with  three  bedrooms  need  not 
be  unduly  crowded,  even  with  two  persons  per  room,  if  the 
family  consists  of  two  parents  and  eight  small  children  ;  but 
it  would  be  quite  another  story  if  two  children  were  replaced 
by  two  lodgers,  each  of  whom  had  a  bedroom  to  themselves  ; 
and  the  lodger  problem  is  a  very  serious  one  in  Oxford. 

If  we  compare  the  1921  figures  with  those  of  1911,  we 
find  that  the  increase  in  families  amounts  to  7.2  per  cent,  and 
in  dwellings  to  3.8  per  cent.,  while  the  size  of  families  has 
decreased  from  4.12  to  3.99  persons.  The  actual  number  of 
persons  (excluding  inmates  of  institutions)  living  more  than 
two  in  a  room  has  increased  from  1,169  to  1,194. 

In  1911  the  numbers  of  rooms  per  person  were  : — County 
Boroughs,  excluding  London,  1.02;  Rural  District,  1.13; 
and  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  1.05;  and  in  1921  the 
figure  for  Oxford  was  actually  1.4. 

Although  the  figures  for  the  various  parishes  and  the  City 
as  a  whole  are  to  a  certain  extent  reassuring,  the  fact  re¬ 
mains  that  many  houses  are  overcrowded,  there  are  a  large 
number  of  single  men  lodgers  and  there  are  no  empty  houses. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Registrar  General  estimates  that  the 
population  of  Oxford  is  actually  less  than  in  1924. 

The  actual  figures  for  1924  and  1925  are  57,260  and 
57,190  respectively,  a  difference  of  170,  or  the  equivalent  of 
between  30'  and  40  extra  houses. 

At  the  end  of  1923  an  attempt  was  made  to  estimate  the 
extent  of  overcrowding  in  some  of  the  poorer  districts,  and 
the  results  are  tabulated  below. 
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No.  of 

Houses. 

No.  of 

Bedr’ms.  Males. 

Boys. 

Females.  Girls. 

Til.  Occu¬ 
pants. 

Persons  per 
Bedroom. 

20  3 

I 

1 65 

72 

221  84 

542 

2*7 

1382 

O 

1797 

95° 

1 889 

937 

5573 

2.0 

2773 

3 

4272 

1623 

4602 

1 603 

1 2 100 

I*5 

339 

4 

641 

20 1 

7!° 

192 

1744 

i-3 

63 

5 

C37 

5° 

x53 

42 

3  82 

1.2 

12 

6 

34 

1 1 

26 

12 

8  3 

1.2 

The 

limit 

age  is 

14  in  the 

case  of  boys 

and  12  in  that  of 

girls. 


Fitness  of  Houses. 

An  account  of  the  action  taken  in  different  cases  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  There  are  many 
owners,  with  bad  property  and  worse  tenants,  who  are  only 
too  anxious  to  demolish  the  houses,  but  cannot  do  so  until 
other  houses  are  available,  and  are  obliged  to  go  on  spending- 
money  on  temporary  repairs.  Many  of  the  people  are  quite 
unable  to  pay  an  economic  rent,  and,  if  they  get  new  houses, 
take  in  lodgers  to  help  pay  the  rent,  with  the  result  that  the 
overcrowding  is  as  bad  as  it  was  before. 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

English  Row  Area.  The  total  area  is  a  little  under  an 
acre  and  a  half  and  contains  61  dwelling  houses,  with  242 
occupants.  The  official  representation  under  Part  I  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  was  made  in 
April,  1923  ;  but  the  difficulty  of  re-housing  the  people  is  very 
great  and  the  work  of  clearing  has  not  yet  been  begun. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Municipal  Housing. 

415  houses  have  already  been  built,  224  and  191  under  the 
Addison  and  Chamberlain  Schemes  respectively,  and  246  are 
in  course  of  construction,  bringing  the  total  up  to  661. 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  1925  : — 

(a)  Total  1 81. 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
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(i)  By  the  Local  Authority,  73  (including-  six  huts). 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons,  59. 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 
ing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts,  534. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection's  of  District)  Regula¬ 
tions  1910,  388. 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  o. 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  922. 

Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice. 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  without  formal  notice, 
778. 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme¬ 
died,  144. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  by  the  owners  after  service  of  formal 
notice,  144. 

Closing  and'  demolition  orders. 

No  orders  were  made  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  deals  with  the  milk 
supply,  milk  and  cream  regulations,  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  condition  of  the  bakehouses  and  so  forth. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  an  account  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  in  connection  with 
(’airy  farms,  cowsheds,  slaughter  houses  and  meat  inspection. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  since  1920. 


1920. 

192 1 . 

1922. 

I923* 

1924. 

J925 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

148 

T53 

231 

171 

in 

Diphtheria 

I3I 

72 

C3 

28 

23 

24 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

S 

3 

T3 

10 

4 

15 

Erysipelas 

10 

14 

1 8 

9 

10 

9 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Anterior  Polio-Myelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

16 

24 

18 

!9 

1 1 

Malaria 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— < 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

4 

4 

— 

2 

4 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum 

1 1 

1 

8 

18 

6 

5 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

5 

3 

1 

5 

r* 

a 

The  City  possesses  a  self-contained  Small  Pox  Hospital 
with  accommodation  for  13  patients  and  plenty  of  open  space 
for  emergencies. 

There  is  a  resident  caretaker  and  the  necessary  nursing 
staff  can  be  provided  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  short 
notice.  In  1923  there  were  two  cases  of  small  pox  just  out¬ 
side  the  City,  and,  in  one  case,  the  patient’s  children  attended 
an  Oxford  school.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Public 
Vaccinator  to  visit  the  school  and  vaccinate  any  children 
whose  parents  wished  them  to  be  done  and,  at  the  request  of 
the  parents,  the  same  course  was  adopted  at  a  large  number 
of  other  schools.  The  whole  of  the  Health  Staff  was  turned 
on  to  assist  the  Public  Vaccinator  and,  thanks  to  the  excel¬ 
lent  organisation  of  the  various  schools,  upwards  of  2,500 
children  were  dealt  with  in  a  very  short  time.  Mothers 
brought  their  babies,  and  several  children  who  had  left  school 
came  back  to  be  vaccinated.  If  ever  the  City  is  in  grave 
danger,  e.g.  an  outbreak  of  plague,  calling  for  wholesale 
preventive  inoculation,  it  will  be  possible  to  deal  with  a  large 
section  of  the  population  in  a  very  short  time  through  the 
medium  of  the  schools. 
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The  figures  for  Scarlet  Fever  call  for  little  comment.  The 
City  has  passed  through  an  epidemic  wave  which  has  on  the 
whole  been  of  the  usual  mild  type,  but  at  the  end  of  1922 
there  was  a  batch  of  extremely  bad  cases,  five  of  which  ter¬ 
minated  fatally. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  a  common  source  of  infection 
at  any  time  and,  speaking  generally,  the  children  came  from 
the  least  overcrowded  houses. 

1921  saw  the  end  of  the  last  diphtheria  wave.  Anti-toxin 
is  supplied,  free  of  charge  to  all  doctors  who  ask  for  it,  and 
swab  outfits  are  supplied  at  the  Health  Department.  299 
‘  swabs  ’  were  examined  last  year,  154  from  the  City  and  45 
from  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  school  children  in  infected 
houses  are  swabbed  before  being  allowed  to  return  to  school 
and  from  time  to  time  an  overlooked  case  is  discovered.  No 
patient  is  discharged  from  hospital  until  two  negative  swabs 
have  been  obtained,  and,  especially  in  non-epidemic  times, 
the  period  of  infection  sometimes  extends  to  several  months. 
A  certain  number  of  ‘  carriers  1  have  been  admitted  to  hos¬ 
pital  and  detained  until  apparently  free  from  infection,  but, 
in  one  case  at  least,  there  was  trouble  later. 

The  figures  for  Typhoid  Fever  include  the  Para  ‘  B  ’ 
variety.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  untraced  origin  of  the 
latter  in  1922  at  one  of  the  Ladies’  Colleges.  The  cases 
notified  last  year  are  dealt  with  below. 

The  notification  of  pneumonia  is  not  very  satisfactory, 
but  there  have  not  been  any  outbreaks  of  infective  type. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal 
Meningitis  (Spotted  Fever),  but  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
Polio-myelitis  or  Infantile  Paralysis  in  the  latter  half  of  1919. 
Of  the  twenty  cases,  one  died  after  a  few  days’  illness,  one 
more  than  a  year  later  and  the  remaining  18  were  left  with 
varying  degrees  of  paralysis.  Since  then  there  have  been 
very  few  cases.  The  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Sleepy 
Sickness)  are  not  numerous  but  are  increasing. 

Notifications,  1925. 

Particulars  are  given  in  the  following  table. 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria 
and  the  cases  were  generally  of  a  mild  type. 


Work  of  the  City  Hospital. 


1925.  Admissions  and  Discharges.  City  Hospital. 


Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

1  • 1  •  25 

31. 12.2s 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria. 
70  19 

70  12 


Other.  Tuberculosis.  Total. 

5  :4  108 

5  16  io3 


/ 

/ 


I 


2  IO 


8 
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Scarlet  Fever  admissions  include  one  case  from  outside 
district.  ‘  Other  ’  include  three  suspected  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  one  of  Diphtheria  and  a  baby  admitted  with  mother 
who  was  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Days  spent  in  Hospital,  3,648. 

The  highest  number  011  any  one  day  was  18,  and  the 
lowest  3.  The  average  number  was  10. 

The  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  include  11  cases  of  the  Para 
‘  B  ’  variety.  Of  the  four  cases  of  Typhoid,  two  undoubtedly- 
contracted  the  infection  away  from  Oxford,  in  one  no  source 
of  infection  was  found,  and  in  the  remaining  case  the  prob¬ 
able  source  of  infection  was  an  overlooked  mild  attack  in  a 
member  of  the  family  when  away  from  Oxford. 

One  case  of  the  para  ‘  B  ’  variety  terminated  fatally. 
The  patient  had  been  very  ill  for  many  months  with  another 
complaint  and  had  been  away  for  several  weeks. 

All  the  other  cases  did  well  and  in  many  of  them  the 
diagnosis  was  formed  solely  on  the  examination  of  the  blood. 
Two  patients  undoubtedly  contracted  the  disease  elsewhere 
and  there  was  a  possible  connection  between  three  of  the 
others  ;  but  in  no  case  was  any  likely  source  of  infection  dis¬ 
covered  and  it  is  probable  that  the  disease  is  far  more 
common  than  is  generally  supposed. 

No  connection  could  be  traced  between  the  cases  of  Ence¬ 
phalitis  Lethargica  or  ‘  Sleepy  Sickness.’  Very  little  is 
known  at  present  about  the  disease  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  many  of  the  mild  cases  are  completely  overlooked. 


Although  the  lethargic  somnolence  from  which  the  disease 
takes  its  name  is  often  a  striking  feature,  there  are  other 
eases  which  present  an  entirely  different  picture  and  three  of 
the  five  notifications  were  received  from  Littlemore  Mental 
Hospital. 

Attacks  may  be  followed  after  months,  or  even  years,  by 
serious  mental  symptoms  such  as  maniacal  outbursts  and 
complete  change  in  moral  character  and  self-control.  Lying, 
theft  and  even  homicidal  tendencies  may  manifest  themselves 
for  the  first  time  and  the  future  course  of  the  disease  calls 
for  the  closest  attention. 

One  case  of  Malaria  was  notified,  but  the  evidence  was 
against  it  having  been  contracted  in  England. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are  dealt 
with  under  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  weekly  returns  from  the  elementary  schools  enable 
one  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  juvenile  portion  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  following  summary,  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
Wake,  the  senior  attendance  officer,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 

School  Attendance. 

1 9'2  5  * 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  the  Elementary 
Schools  continues  to  decline.  The  average  number  of 
children  on  the  registers  for  the  calendar  year  was  7,168, 
as  compared  with  7,240  in  1924. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  87.6  as 
against  88.1  in  1924. 

The  attendance  for  the  calendar  year  had  three  well 
defined  falls  owing  to  epidemic  sickness. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza  were  prevalent  from 
January  to  April.  Thirteen  weekly  percentages  were  re¬ 
corded  as  falling  below  60,  the  lowest  being  45.6. 

There  was  a  recurrence  of  Whooping  Cough  in  July, 
accompanied  by  an  outbreak  of  Measles.  One  Infant 
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School  reported  attendances  below  50  per  cent,  for  four 
weeks.  The  attendance  was  also  affected  by  Sunday 
School  treats  and  outings. 

The  attendance  of  most  of  the  Infant  Schools  was  in 
November  and  December  reduced  by  another  outbreak  of 
Measles.  Attendance  percentages  were,  in  six  cases,  re¬ 
ported  as  being  below  60,  the  three  lowest  being  40.1, 
38.2  and  36.5. 

Tuberculosis. 

History  of  the  Work  in  Oxford. 

1900  Arrangements  made  for  the  free  examination  of  speci¬ 
mens  of  sputum. 

1909  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  re¬ 
quiring  the  notification  of  poor  law  cases  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  came  into  force. 

1910  The  Oxfordshire  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis  opened  a  Tuberculosis  dispensary  in 
October  and  appointed  a  medical  officer,  who  treated 
the  cases  and  paid  visits  to  the  homes. 

1 9 1  1  On  May  1  st  the  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  was  extended  to  hospital  patients. 

1912  On  January  1st  notification  became  compulsory  for 
all  cases.  Six  shelters  provided  by  the  City, 

1913  On  February  1st  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  made 
notifiable.  Home  visiting  taken  over  by  the  City 
Health  Visitors.  Special  out-patient  department 
opened  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary.  Scheme  providing 
for  an  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer^  dispensary  and 
six  beds  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  October. 

The  Great  War. 

1919  City  conduct  dispensary  one  day  a  week  at  the  Rad¬ 
cliffe  Infirmary.  Two  beds  for  ‘  delicate  ’  children 
provided  at  Hermitage  and  four  beds  for  advanced 
cases  at  Isolation  Hospital.  Negotiations  with  Rad¬ 
cliffe  Infirmary  re-opened  and  number  of  proposed 
beds  increased  to  20. 


1920  In  May  arrangements  made  for  three  sessions  a  week 
at  the  dispensary. 

1921  Radcliffe  Infirmary  Scheme  postponed  by  the  Ministry. 

1923  In  February  the  City  took  over  20  beds  for  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  at  the  Cowley  Road  Hospital. 

1924  Annual  grant  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  surgical  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  A  third 
bed  retained  at  Hermitage.  Negotiations  re-opened 
with  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

1925  Negotiations  continued  with  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1925  :  — 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary. 


Age  periods. 

O 

M. 

F. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 

F. 

I 

— 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- ■ 

5 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

I 

10 

— 

1 

I 

2 

— 

0 

0 

— 

- - 

15 

4 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- - 

20 

1 

4 

I 

— 

2 

0 

a 

— - 

— 

25 

6 

13 

1 

— 

2 

6 

1 

— 

35 

6 

0 

O 

2 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— 

45 

1 1 

3 

I 

— • 

7 

2 

— 

— 

55 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

I 

65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

- - 

Totals 

33 

30 

9 

6 

22 

2 1 

4 

2 

Of  the  7 

8  new  cases, 

67  were  notified  in 

the  ordinary 

wav 

j 

and  one  by  the 

Ministry 

of 

Pensions, 

and 

in  the 

remaining 

10  (6  pulmonary  and  4  non-pulmonary)  information  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  death  returns. 

The  6  pulmonary  cases  included  2  inward  transfers  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Registrar  General,  one  case  which  had  been 
notified  elsewhere  and  returned  to  die,  one  in  which  the 
diagnosis  was  made  after  death  from  a  specimen  of  sputum 
obtained  in  the  last  few  hours  of  life  and  one  where  the 
medical  attendant  was  under  the  impression  that  the  case 
had  already  been  notified. 


The  4  non-pulmonary  eases  included  2  of  meningitis  and 
1  of  Tubercular  Peritonitis  in  which  the  diagnosis  depended 
on  the  findings  after  death. 

The  above  facts  explain  how  it  was  that  the  percentage 
of  non-notified  deaths  was  13.9  in  the  case  of  the  pulmonary 
and  66.7  in  the  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  has  worked  smoothly,  and 
increasing  care  is  being  taken  not  to  notify  until  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  diagnosis  is  beyond  doubt. 

Comparison  with  other  years  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Other  Forms. 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

1920  . 

63 

40 

22 

J9 

1921  . 

79 

40 

12 

1922  . 

64 

38 

18 

10 

T923  . 

50 

28 

20 

1 1 

T924  . 

67 

3  6 

22 

12 

Average 

64.6 

36-4 

21.8 

12.8 

I925  . 

63 

43 

i/T 

h-f 

6 

The  quinquennial  averages  in  the  introduction  to  this  re¬ 
port  show  a  steady  decrease  in  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  the  figures  for  1925  are  somewhat  disappointing. 

Too  much  importance  must  not  be  attached  to  these 
figures,  but  at  the  same  time  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact 
that  fresh  air  and  sunlight  are  our  most  trusted  weapons  in 
dealing  with  the  disease  and  that  our  armament  in  Oxford, 
owing  to  overcrowding,  is  woefully  defective  in  these  re¬ 
spects. 

Thus,  in  61  cases  of  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  coughing  up  tubercle  bacilli,  we  find  more 
than  one  person  per  bedroom  in  41  instances,  more  than  two 
in  12,  more  than  three  in  7,  and  in  one  solitary  instance  more 
than  five. 

New  Legislation. 

The  Public  Flealth  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925,  dealing  with  tuberculous  persons  employed  in  the 
milk  trade,  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  section  62  of 


which  provides  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  certain  cases 
to  hospital. 

Hitherto  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  make  use  of  the 
new  powers. 

Tuberculosis  Scheme  in  Oxford. 

S  taff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Assistant,  who  are 
also  School  Medical  Officers,  are  Tuberculosis  Officers. 

All  first  visits  are  paid  by  the  Senior  Health  Visitor  and 
subsequent  visits  by  three  assistant  health  visitors,  who  also 
act  as  school  nurses  in  their  respective  districts.  There  is  an 
Infant  Welfare  Nurse  whose  duties  are  confined  to  the 
babies,  and  a  Sanitary  Inspector  with  two  assistants.  It  can 
fairly  be  said  that  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  in  close  touch 
with  many  of  his  patients. 

Dispensary. 

Three  sessions  are  held  weekly,  Mondays  and  Fridays  at 
n.o  a.m.  and  Tuesdays  at  6.0  p.m.,  in  the  out-patient  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary.  The  City  supply  the 
staff  and  contribute  ;£i8o>  per  annum  for  the  use  of  the 
rooms  and  drugs.  The  treatment  of  tuberculosis  needs  the 
assistance  of  practically  every  branch  of  surgery  and  medi¬ 
cine,  and  Oxford  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  position  of  its 
tuberculosis  dispensary. 

The  attendances  for  the  last  five  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Year  . 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

New  cases  . 

265 

275 

273 

273 

328 

Subsequent  attendances 

2183 

2276 

2441 

25x7 

2563 

Total  attendances  ... 

00 

4h 

255T 

27r4 

279° 

2891 

Last  year  the  new 

cases 

included 

273  children  ; 

and  the 

total  number  of  individuals  treated  was  619.  Some  patients 
are  sent  by  their  medical  attendants,  some  come  for  them¬ 
selves  or  their  children  on  the  advice  of  their  friends,  and  a 
very  large  number,  especially  children,  are  sent  by  the  health 
staff  and  the  school  medical  service.  One  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  branches  of  the  work  is  the  care  of  those  children 
who  come  from  infected  homes  or  suffer  from  disabilities 
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which  are  suspicious  of,  or  likely  to  predispose  to  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  great  care  has  been  taken  to  remove  any  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way  of  their  attendance. 

Mothers  are  busy  people — it  is  impossible  to  fix  any  hour 
when  they  are  not  busy  because  there  is  no  such  hour  in  the 
whole  twenty-four — so  the  children  are  encouraged  to  come 
up  by  themselves  on  Monday  mornings,  the  nurses  they  know 
are  there  to  meet  them  and  the  mothers  are  able  to  get 
the  dinner,  knowing  that  the  nurse  will  drop  in  and  tell  them 
if  things  are  not  going  on  well.  The  attendances  are  good, 
almost  too  good,  and  the  old  cases  frequently  come  up  to 
see  how  much  weight  they  have  put  on  or  because  they  have 
got  a  bad  cough  again  or  a  lump  in  the  neck.  Of  course  an 
old  friend  comes  up  from  time  to  time  with  a  fresh  trouble 
that  has  no  part  or  lot  in  a  tuberculosis  dispensary,  but  these 
little  difficulties  can  easily  be  put  right.  We  want  the 
children  and;  we  get  them. 

Many  people  seem  to  think  that  the  chief  function  of  a 
dispensary  is  to  examine  chests,  prescribe  cod-liver  oil  and 
compile  statistics. 

Unfortunately  this  is  not  the  case — the  all  important  factor 
is  the  home,  and  a  never  ending  war  is  being  waged  against 
poverty,  ignorance,  neglect,  bad  home  hygiene,  overcrowding 
and  domestic  troubles  and  difficulties  of  everv  sort. 


/ n s t i t lit io rial  Treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who. 
received  institutional  treatment  during  1925. 


Notified  Cases. 

Observation  Cases 

• 

Adults. 

Child 

ren. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Ttl 

# 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Cowley  Road  Hospital 

38  37 

— 

1 

I  I 

—  — 

78 

Ventnor  and  Bournemouth 

8  i 

— 

— 

-  - 

—  — 

9 

Wingfield 

1 0 

2 

3 

-  - 

—  — 

15 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  (Surg.) 

5  2 

— 

— 

-  - 

—  — 

7 

(Med.) 

4  2 

2 

1 

—  - 

—  — 

9 

City  Hospital 

7  3 

— 

1 

-  - 

3  1 

15 

Cold  Ash 

—  — 

— 

1 

- - 

1  — 

2 

Hermitage 

—  — 

— 

— 

-  - 

15  1 2 

27 

Totals 

72  45 

4 

7 

I  I 

19  l3 

162 

c\  h*> 

The  number  of  individuals  who  received  treatment  was 
1 18 — several  patients  received  treatment  in  more  than  one 
institution  or  were  discharged  and  re-admitted  to  the  same 
institution  several  times  during  the  year.  13  of  the  above 
died  in  the  institution  (Cowley  Road  12,  Wingfield  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Hospital  1)  and  several,  at  their  own  request,  went 
home  to  die. 

The  patients  include  9  pensioners,  49  insured  persons,  21 
not  insured  and  39  children  under  16  years  of  age. 

Institutions. 

Cowley  Road  Hospital  Tuberculosis  Section. 

The  City  have  twenty  beds  for  patients  in  all  stages  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A  sum  of  45/-  per  week  is  paid  for 
each  occupied  bed,  which  covers  the  cost  of  nursing,  drugs 
and  general  maintenance,  and  the  cases  are  under  the  medical 
charge  of  the  tuberculosis  officers. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  patients  were  of  an  advanced 
type.  The  beds  were  kept  fully  occupied  and  proved  of  the 
greatest  value. 

City  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Ministry  have  approved  the  use  of  4  beds,  when 
available,  for  cases  of  tuberculosis.  They  have  been  of  great 
value  in  dealing  with  urgent  cases,  when  the  beds  at  Cowley 
Road  were  full,  and  observation  cases  needing  more  fresh  air 
than  they  could  obtain  in  their  own  homes. 

Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Surgical  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

No  fixed  number  of  beds  is  reserved,  but  the  City  con¬ 
tributes  a  sum  of  ^500  per  annum  towards  the  cost  of  the 
work. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

Urgent  and  special  cases,  surgical  and  medical. 

No  beds  are  reserved  and  the  cases  are  dealt  with  as  they 


arise. 
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V entnor  and  Bournemouth. 

Selected  cases  are  sent  to  various  sanatoria  from  time  to 
time. 

Cold  Ash. 

Cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  in  children. 

Beds  are  obtained  from  time  to  time  for  children  requir¬ 
ing  prolonged  treatment. 

Hermitage. 

Convalescent  home  for  delicate  children. 

Three  beds  are  retained  at  a  total  cost  of  £120  per 
annum.  The  cases  are  selected  from  the  patients  attending 
the  dispensary  and  are  sent  for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  The 
results  have  been  really  encouraging. 

Of  the  109  children  sent  since  1921,  4  have  returned  before 
completing  the  six  weeks,  one  on  account  of  whooping  cough 
and  three  because  they  were  homesick.  In  7  instances  the 
child  was  not  weighed  before  going,  and  97  of  the  remaining 
98  gained  weight,  the  average  amount  being  4.4  lbs.  in  six 
weeks. 

In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the  improvement  has  been 
of  a  permanent  character,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  send 
some  children  several  times. 

Advanced  Cases. 

It  is  possible  in  Oxford  to  offer  institutional  treatment  to 
every  advanced  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  the  offer 
is  not  always  accepted.  There  are  a  certain  number  of  people 
who  struggle  on,  without  obtaining  medical  advice,  until  they 
are  in  the  last  stages  of  the  disease  and  it  only  remains  to 
make  their  last  days  as  comfortable  and  happy  as  possible  ; 
but,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  a  few  months  of  hospital 
treatment  restores  the  patient  to  a  certain  degree  of  health. 
If  the  conditions  are  such  that  it  is  impossible  to  deal  with 
the  patients  in  a  safe  and  satisfactory  manner  in  their  own 
homes,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  use  a  good  deal  of  per¬ 
suasion  to  get  them  to  come  into  hospital  ;  but,  in  a  large 
number  of  cases,  it  is  possible  to  make  adequate  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  care  of  the  patient  and  the  other  occupants. 
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Co-operation. 

(i)  With  hospitals  and  school  clinics. 

Enough  has  already  been  said  to  show  how  close 
the  co-operation  is  in  Oxford. 

(ii)  With  Medical  Practitioners. 

No  special  scheme  exists,  or  is  necessary  in  a 
small  town  where  one  is  in  constant  touch  with 
all  the  medical  men. 

Following  up  Patients. 

A  visit  is  paid  to  every  case  when  notified  unless  there  is 
a  special  reason  for  not  doing  so.  The  visits  are  continued 
from  time  to  time  and  the  nurse  arranges  for  contacts  to 
come  up  to  the  Dispensary.  Home  visits  are  paid  to  all 
patients  attending  the  dispensary,  if  deemed  necessary. 

The  total  number  of  home  visits  paid  in  1925  was  2,303. 
Diagnosis. 

In  a  limited  number  of  instances  the  patients  are  X-rayed 
as  an  aid  to  diagnosis.  Every  effort  is  made  to  confirm  a 
positive  diagnosis,  by  means  of  a  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  sputum,  before  notification.  The  number  of  specimens 
examined  in  192.5  was  212. 

Dental  Treatment. 

No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  the  systematic 
dental  treatment  of  patients  attending  the  Dispensary,  but 
large  numbers  of  school  children  are  referred  to  the  school 
dental  clinic. 

Nursing  and  Extra  Nourishment. 

The  City  has  not  made  any  arrangements  for  home¬ 
nursing  and  extra  nourishment  has  been  limited  to  milk  and, 
in  a  few  cases,  eggs. 

N on-Pulmonary  Cases. 

The  City  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  and  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Radcliffe  In¬ 
firmary. 
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All  applications  for  surgical  appliances  are  made  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee. 

Shelters. 

The  City  have  28  shelters,  of  which  23  were  in  use  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

'  After  Care.  ’ 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  ‘  after  care  ’  committee. 

Special  Difficulties  Encountered. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  main  difficulties. 

(i)  Shortage  of  houses.  At  present  it  is  often  extremely 
difficult  to  secure  reasonable  isolation  for  the  patients 
in  many  homes,  on  account  of  overcrowding. 

(ii)  Bad  effect  of  institutional  treatment.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  who  have  been  in  institutions  for  a 
long  time  are  apt  to  lose  interest  in  everything  ex¬ 
cept  their  own  symptoms  and  those  of  the  other 
inmates,  wThich  rapidly  become  their  own,  with  the 
result  that  they  become  less  and  less  fitted  to  face 
the  world  again. 

(iii)  Difficulty  in  obtaining  work.  Suitable  jobs  are  not 
plentiful  at  the  best  of  times,  and  the  fact  that  no¬ 
body  wants  to  employ  a  man  who  is  not  only  a 
possible  source  of  danger  to  his  fellow  workers,  but 
is  likely  to  break  down  at  any  time,  does  not  make 
the  task  of  finding  work  any  easier.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  men  struggle  on  as  long  as  they 
can  before  being  branded  as  consumptives,  and 
those  who  have  been  in  institutions  rapidly  lose 
heart  when  they  go  out. 

The  difficulties  are  great,  but  not  insurmountable.  The 
shortage  of  houses  will  be  remedied  in  time  and  remove  one 
of  the  main  reasons  for  prolonged  institutional  treatment, 
and  special  work  must  be  found  which  can  be  done,  when 
the  patient  is  well  enough,  either  at  home  or  in  special  work¬ 
shops. 
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At  Cowley  Road  Hospital  a  patient  costs  45/-  per  week, 
and  I  think  in  many  cases  it  would  be  far  better  for  him  if 
he  was  allowed  to  stop  at  home,  and  some  of  the  money 
used  for  providing-  him  with  a  better  house  and  adding  to  his 
earnings. 


Venereal  Disease. 

In  1917  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  Ox¬ 
ford  City  Council,  the  County  Councils  of  Berkshire  and 
Oxfordshire,  and  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  for  the  provision  of 
a  Y.D.  clinic  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

The  cost  is  divided  between  the  various  local  authorities 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  attendances  of  patients  from 
the  respective  areas. 

Four  clinics,  two  for  males  and  two  for  females,  are  held 
weekly y  and  recently  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
daily  treatment  of  certain  cases. 

The  times  of  the  clinics  are  published  in  the  local  press 
every  week,  and  notices  are  posted  in  the  public  lavatories. 

The  facilities  available  are  well  known  to  the  medical  men 
in  Oxford,  and  full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  them.  Last 
year  319  pathological  specimens,  or  nearly  half  the  total  for 
City  patients,  were  examined  for  practitioners,  and  eight 
medical  men  are  qualified  to  receive  free  supplies  of  arseno 
benzol  compounds. 

The  number  of  patients  who  attended  in  1925  and  the  five 
previous  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


1920. 

1921 . 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

IC)25- 

Patients  on  books 

on  January  1st  . 

140 

132 

i43 

136 

x34 

1 12 

New  applicants  for  treat- 

ment  during  the  year 

161 

■38 

177 

*5° 

n7 

99 

Total . 

3°! 

270 

320 

286 

25r 

21 1 

Ceased  to  attend  during  the  year  : 

(1)  Before  completion 

of  first  course  . 

(2)  After  one  or  more 

|  VS1 

33 

59 

37 

r9 

16 

courses  . 

/ 

29 

30 

*9 

7 

3^ 


(3)  Before  final  tests 

...  | 

60 

51 

65 

34 

(4)  Completed  1 

ulll  13 

93 

course  . 

I 

J5 

21 

19 

16 

(5)  Transfered  to  other 

centres  . 

r* 

0 

1 

2 1 

J3 

*9 

Total  . 

.  . . .  169 

1 27 

184 

152 

J39 

92 

Patients  on  books 

Oil 

December  31st 

T  0  0 

■  ■  ■  ■  1  A" 

M3 

136 

*34 

1 12 

1 19 

Patients  not  suffering  from 

venereal  disease  .. 

24 

33 

5° 

5° 

52 

r 

A  / 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  Oxford  is  less  than  half 

what  it  was  twenty-five  years  ago. 

History  of  the  growth  of  the  work  : — 

1902  Midwives’  Act. 

1904  Investigation  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age.  Leaflet 
dealing  with  the  importance  of  breast  feeding  and  the 
danger  of  dirty  feeding  bottles. 

1905  The  Voluntary  Association  began  systematic  visiting 
of  babies  in  one  parish. 

1906  Lady  Health  Visitor  and  Superintendent  of  Midwives 
appointed  by  City.  Voluntary  system  of  notification 
of  births  by  midwives  introduced.  Voluntary  w'ork 
extended  to  two  more  parishes. 

1908  First  weighing  centre  opened  by  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tion. 

1909  Formation  of  babies  welcome  club. 

1914  Special  clinic  for  sick  babies  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

1915  Notification  of  Births  Act  became  compulsory. 

1916  Whole-time  infant  welfare  nurse,  who  pays  all  first 
visits  to  babies  and  attends  Radcliffe  Infirmary  clinic, 
appointed  by  City. 

1917  A  third  Lady  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  City. 

1918  Mid  wives’  Act. 
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1919  Official  Health  Visitors  increased  to  four.  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  Order.  Sale  of  dried  milk  for 
babies.  Appointment  of  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  acts  as  Clinical  Assistant  at  Radcliffe  In¬ 
firmary  Baby  Clinic.  Voluntary  Association  has  seven 
weighing-  centres. 

1920  Arrangement  with  Eye  Hospital  for  dealing  with  cases 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1921  Maternity  section  opened  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 
Official  nurses  attend  nearly  all  sessions  of  the  weigh¬ 
ing  centres  and  visit  infants  at  end  of  first  year. 

1924  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  opened  in 
February. 

1925  A  fifth  health  visitor  appointed.  Official  nurses  visit 
children  up  to  five  years  of  age  and  attend  all  sessions 
of  the  weighing  centres. 

Since  1900  there  has  been  a  very  marked  drop'  in  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate,  not  only  in  Oxford  but  also  through¬ 
out  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  which  is  well  brought 
cut  in  the  following  graph,  showing  : — 

(a)  The  average  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  England  and 
Wales  for  each  quinquennial  period  since  1875. 

(b)  The  corresponding  rate  for  Oxford. 

(c)  The  Mortality  Rate  for  Infants  under  one  month  of 
age  in  Oxford  since  1905. 
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The  similarity  between  the  figures  for  Oxford  and  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  would  seem  to  justify  the  conclusion  that 
the  fall  in  the  rates  is  due  to  the  same  factors  acting  at  the 
same  time. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  with  certainty  what  these  factors 
are,  but  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  awakening  of  public 
interest  in  connection  with  the  waste  of  infant  life  which  led 
to  the  passing  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  and  was  followed 
all  over  the  country  by  work  of  an  eminently  practical  char¬ 
acter,  has  not  had  an  important  influence.  For  the  origin 
and  much  of  the  success  of  the  work  in  Oxford,  we  are  in¬ 
debted  to  the  Voluntary  Association. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  similar  improvement  has  not 
been  effected  in  the  case  of  deaths  under  one  month  of  age. 

The  figures  for  deaths  under  one  week  of  age,  and  for 
deaths  due  to  prematurity,  closely  follow  those  for  deaths 
under  one  month,  and  the  last-named  have  been  selected  for 
the  graph  as  more  likely  to  be  useful  for  purposes  of  com¬ 
parison. 

Details  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  five  years  will 
be  found  below. 

Midwives. 

The  first  Superintendent  of  Midwives  wras  appointed  in 
1906,  and  the  standard  of  work  has  steadily  improved. 

Midwives  who  gave  notice  of  practising  in  the  district  :  — 


Not  No.  of 

Year.  Total.  Fully  Trained.  Fully  Trained.  Inspections. 

1921  31  26  5  76 

1922  .  27  24  3  79 

1923  .  30  27  3  70 

1924  .  29  27  2  55 

1925  .  23  22  1  49 


In  192c;  one  midwife  did  not  practise,  three  were  monthly 
nurses,  and  eleven  were  attached  to  institutions. 
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Notified  births  and  births  registered  in  the  City  :  — 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Total  births  registered 

957 

982 

997 

io52 

io79 

Residents  . 

918 

892 

848 

10 

00 

852 

Non-residents  ... 

39 

90 

149 

T95 

227 

Live  births  notified  ... 

93 1 

976 

975 

1 0 1 1 

io77 

Bv  doctors  . 

T57 

161 

99 

IOI 

96 

By  midwives 

774 

815 

876 

910 

981 

Still  births  notified  ... 

3° 

0/ 

38 

40 

40 

By  doctors  . 

12 

9 

7 

/ 

5 

By  midwives 

18 

28 

31 

33 

3  a 

Records  of  sending' 

for 

medical  help 

12  2 

100 

85 

80 

/  / 

The  Maternity  Section  of  the  Radcliffe 

Infirmary, 

which 

was  opened  in  July,  T921,  has  caused  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  ‘  non-resident  ’  births  in  the  City,  and  the  number 
of  residents  born  in  institutions  for  the  years  1922 — a 92 5  in¬ 
clusive  has  been  18-5  per  cent.,  27  per  cent.,  31*2  per  cent, 
and  34*2  per  cent,  respectively  of  the  total  resident  births. 
The  actual  number  of  resident  births  during  this  period  in 
the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  and  the  Maternity  Section  was  790. 

The  figures  for  1925  were  as  follows  : — 

Place  of  birth.  Residents .  Non-residents. 


Maternitv  Section 

J 

228 

190 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  ... 

1 

0 

3 

Other  Public  Institutions 

9 

— 

Nursing  homes 

60 

27 

Private  houses 

561 

/ 

Total 

852 

227 

The  large  number  of  births  in  institutions  is  partly  due 
fo  the  shortage  of  houses. 

The  notifications  by  midwives  include  538  cases  in  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of  records  of  send¬ 
ing  for  medical  help  is  due  not  only  to  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  women  confined  at  home  has  actually  decreased, 
but  also  that,  thanks  to  ante-natal  work,  many  cases  in 


which  complications  are  anticipated  are  admitted  to  hospital. 
Of  the  77  records  last  year,  58  were  on  account  of  the 
mother  and  19  of  the  infant. 

Four  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Thirty-seven 
of  the  registered  births  (24  residents  and  13  non-residents) 
were  illegitimate. 

Ante-Natal  Work. 

The  clinic  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  Section  was 
opened  in  1922,  but  the  figures  for  Oxford  cases  are  only 
available  from  February,  1924. 

From  February  1st,  1924,  to  the  end  of  the  year  247  new 
cases  attended  and  the  total  attendances  numbered  1 , 65 1 , 
while  last  year  the  new  cases  increased  to  257  and  the  total 
attendances  to  1,836. 

In  July,  1925,  the  Maternity  Section  took  over  the  mater¬ 
nity  work  of  the  Acland  District  Nurses. 

In  addition  to  women  admitted  for  confinement,  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  disease  in  connection  with  pregnancy  are 
admitted  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  a  full  account  of  the 
activities  of  the  hospital  in  connection  with  sick  babies  is 
given  below. 

The  City  fully  realize  the  value  of  the  work  and,  since 
April  1st,  1923,  have  made  a  grant  of  £1,000  per  annum 
towards  the  cost. 


Infectious  Cases. 

Puerperal  lever  : 

(1)  Notifications  . 

(2)  Deaths  . 

Deaths  from  other  accidents 

and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

and  parturition  . 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum  . 

]  Includes  2  infants. 


1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

44  —  24 

2  -  - -  I  2 


3  3  2  31  3 2 

1  8  18  6  5 

2  Includes  1  infant. 


In  1922  special  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Eye 
Hospital  for  out-patient  and  in-patient  treatment  of  cases  of 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  all  cases  are  kept  under  care¬ 
ful  supervision  at  home.  Many  of  the  cases  are  of  a  very 
mild  character,  and  every  one  of  the  38  cases  notified  in  the 
last  live  years  recovered  without  permanent  damage  to  the 
eyes.  Last  year  35  home  visits  were  paid  to  the  five  cases, 
and  the  greatest  care  was  taken  to  see  that  the  patients  were 
taken  to  the  hospital  regularly,  either  by  those  responsible 
for  them  or  the  official  staff. 

The  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  were  carefully  investigated, 
and  there  was  no  evidence  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  those 
who  were  responsible  for  them.  Three  of  the  four  cases 
notified  in  1925  were  removed  to  hospital. 


Infant  WIelfare. 

General  Scheme  of  the  Work. 

One  of  the  official  health  visitors,  who  has  had  special 
experience  in  dealing  with  sick  children,  devotes  the  whole 
of  her  time  to  Infant  Welfare  work.  When  a  doctor  is  not 
in  attendance,  a  first  visit  is  paid  as  soon  as  the  midwife  has 
finished  with  the  case,  certain  particulars  obtained,  and  a 
report  furnished  to  the  Senior  Health  Visitor.  If  all  is  well, 
a  copy  of  the  report  is  given  to  the  Voluntary  Association, 
who  allot  the  case  to  one  of  their  own  visitors.  The  duty  of 
the  voluntary  visitor  is  to  keep  the  child  under  observation, 
persuade  the  mother  to  attend  the  nearest  weighing  centre, 
send  in  a  report  to  the  Association  every  three  months  and, 
if  everything  is  not  all  right,  inform  the  Senior  Health 
ATisitor,  who  sends  an  official  nurse  to  the  home.  In  certain 
cases  where  the  infant  is  delicate  and  so  forth,  the  visiting  is 
done  by  the  official  staff. 

Medical  Treatment  and  Advice. 

When  medical  treatment  or  advice  is  necessary,  and  the 
parents  have  not  got  a  doctor  of  their  own,  the  child  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  baby  clinic  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary.  The 
clinic,  which  is  held  every  Thursday  afternoon,  is  in  charge 
of  one  of  the  senior  physicians  of  the  Hospital,  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  clinical  assistant,  and  the 
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Infant  Welfare  Nurse  is  always  present  to  tell  the  physician 
in  charge  all  about  the  cases  and  see  that  his  treatment 
is  carried  out  in  the  homes.  Only  in  connection  with  a 
general  hospital  can  a  clinic  be  conducted  under  such  favour¬ 
able  conditions,  for  here  we  have  a  medical  man  in  charge 
who  has  studied  the  subject  for  years,  beds  for  serious  cases, 
special  departments  for  dealing  with  all  manner  of  diseases, 
facilities  for  daily  treatment  when  necessary,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  a  place  to  which  urgent  cases  can  be  taken  at  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

The  clinic  deals  not  only  with  children  who  are  actually 
sick,  but  also  with  those  who  are  not  progressing  as  they 
should,  and  mothers,  who  want  advice,  are  always  welcomed. 

The  official  health  staff  are  in  fairly  close  touch  with 
nearly  every  baby  in  Oxford.  They  pay  all  the  first  visits, 
visit  all  the  ones  who  are  sick,  report  on  the  yearly  progress 
until  they  go  to  school,  and  attend  every  session  of  the  weigh¬ 
ing  centres.  If  medical  advice  or  treatment  is  needed  in 
any  case,  the  mother  is  told  exactly  how  to  obtain  it  and  the 
nurse  at  the  clinic  is  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion.  The  scheme  works,  and  works  well. 

The  following  figures  give  some  idea  of  what  has  actu¬ 
ally  been  done  during  the  past  five  years. 


Work  of  the  Staff. 


192 1 . 

1922. 

:923- 

1924. 

J925- 

First  visits  to  new  babies  ... 

00 

kT' 

u 

917 

818 

821 

832 

Subsequent  visits  . 

3146 

2776 

2973 

3i8° 

4443 

Special  visits  . 

3*4 

327 

410 

548 

582 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

31 1 

358 

5  00 

760 

981 

Total  . . . 

4661 

4378 

4701 

53°9 

6838 

Last  year  many  of  the  children  were  visited  up  to  the 
age  of  five  years,  and  the  ‘  subsequent  visits  ’  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  Under  i  year,  2,239;  under  2  years,  1,078  ;  under  3 
years,  529;  under  4  years,  299;  and  under  5  years,  298. 

Of  the  visits  to  expectant  mothers,  270  were  first  visits. 
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Work  of  the  Radcliffe  Infimary  Clinic. 


The  clinic -is  held  at  2  p. 

m.  on 

Thursd 

ays. 

192 1 . 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

I925. 

Attendances  of  new 

cases 

182 

171 

225 

199 

249 

Subsec|uent  attendances 

1250 

1219 

1386 

I549 

W77 

Total  attendances  .. 

M32 

I39° 

161 1 

t748 

1926 

Admissions  under  1 

year 

16 

20 

18 

— 

— 

Admissions  under  5 

years 

— 

— 

— 

117 

Il8 

It  is  hoped  that  arrangements  will  shortly  be  made  to 
provide  dental  treatment  for  children  under  5  years  of  age 
and  pregnant  and  nursing  mothers. 


Work  of  Voluntary  Association. 

The  Weighing  Centres. 

Each  centre  is  open  one  afternoon  a  week  and  an  official 
nurse  is  always  present.  The  Osney  centre  was  closed  for 
about  three  months  on  account  of  difficulty  in  finding  suit¬ 
able  premises. 


Centre. 

Sess- 

Expectant  Mothers. 

Total  Average 
No.  on  atten-  atten- 

No.  on 

Babies. 

Total  Average 
atten-  atten- 

ions. 

books. 

dances,  dances. 

books. 

dances. 

dances. 

Cowlev  St.  John 

49 

14 

9 

0.2 

176 

*799 

36*7 

Osney  . 

40 

— 

— 

— 

68 

365 

9- 1 

New  Hinksey  ... 

48 

cs 

42 

0.9 

92 

9°3 

18.8 

Summertown  ... 

5  2 

6 

22 

0.4 

48 

697 

C3-4 

Jericho  . 

5  2 

H 

23 

0.4 

1 1 1 

1002 

1 9  •  3 

St.  Aldate’s 

5° 

J3 

3  2 

0.6 

226 

1902 

38.0 

St.  Clement’s  ... 

5° 

26 

73 

98 

00 

0 

M 

21.7 

Total  . 

341 

88 

201 

819 

7752 

1'he  number  of  home  visits  paid  during  the  year  1925  is 
not  available,  but  during  the  period  April  1924 — March  1925, 
47  visitors  paid  11,470'  visits. 
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Milk  ( Mothers  and  Children )  Order. 

Milk,  Grade  ‘  A  ’  (Tuberculin  Tested),  was  given  in  the 


following-  cases  : — ■ 

Babies  under  i  year  ...  ...  19 

,,  over  1  year  ...  ...  7 

Nursing-  mothers  ...  ...  19 

Expectant  mothers  ...  ...  6 


51 

The  total  cost  was  ^54. 

3,588  packets  of  dried  milk  were  sold,  and  145  given  to 
eight  special  cases  during  the  year.  The  net  cost  to  the  City 
was  ^10  175.  6 d. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1  year  of  age. 

There  were  45  deaths  of  ‘  resident  ’  children  under  1  year 
of  age  during  the  year.  Inquests  were  held  in  five  instances, 
and  22  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  institutions  (five  in  the 
Maternity  Section,  two  at  private  nursing  homes,  and  fifteen 
in  the  Eadcliffe  Infirmary).  Two  of  the  children  were  ille¬ 
gitimate. 


Cause  of  Death. 

0- 1 

Weeks. 

1-2  2-3  3-4  Total 

1-3 

Months. 
3-6  6-9 

9-12  Total 

Grand 

Total. 

Premature  Birth 
and  Congenital 
Defects 

8 

—  —  —  8 

2 

2 

4 

I  2 

Convulsions 

— 

I  —  —  1 

1 

I 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Marasmus 

— 

—  —  —  — 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

—  —  —  — 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

—  1  1  3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

9 

1  2 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Septic 

Diseases 

i 

1 

1 

Tubercular  Men¬ 
ingitis 

_ 

_  _  _  _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

—  —  —  — 

— 

2 

— 

I 

3 

3 

Accidents  of 

Parturition 

1 

_  _  _  y 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Other  Causes 

2 

-  -  -  2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Total  .  . 

!  2 

i  1  1  15 

1  1 

8 

6 

5 

3° 

45 
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Comparison  with  former  years  :  — 


Deaths. 

From 

From 

Year. 

Registered 

U  nder 

Under 

respiratory 

infectious 

births. 

1  year. 

1  month. 

disease. 

diseases. 

1921  .... 

.  qi8 

34 

20 

2 

5 

1922  .... 

.  892 

54 

32 

T3 

5 

1923  .... 

848 

39 

24 

4 

n 

1924  . 

.  857 

45 

2  I 

6 

7 

i925  . 

ss2 

45 

15 

T4 

4 

In  these  tables  only  the  births  and  deaths  of  '  residents  ’ 
which  occurred  in  Oxford  are  included.  Respiratory  diseases 
include  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  and  infectious  diseases 
include  measles,  whooping*  cough,  diarrhoea,  tuberculosis. 

The  figure  for  deaths  under  i  month  is  most  encourag¬ 
ing*,  and,  but  for  the  prevalence  of  respiratory  disease,  the 
total  rate  would  have  been  nearly  the  same  as  in  1921. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  wish  to  know  what  arrangements 
are  made  for  dealing  with  unmarried  mothers,  children  de¬ 
prived  of  a  home  with  their  parents,  orthopaedic  cases  and 
so  forth.  Special  cases  are  submitted  to  the  Committee  as 
they  arise,  and  every  organization,  charitable  and  otherwise, 
is  dragged  in  to  meet  problems  of  all  sorts  which  arise  in 
connection  with  the  work. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  L.  Ormerod. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  City  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  my 
sixth  annual  report,  dealing-  with  the  work  done  during"  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

The  work  of  the  department  increases  from  year  to  year 
as  new  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  come  into  force. 

The  condition  of  some  of  the  cottage  property  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  serious  matter.  During  the  war,  little  or  nothing 
was  done  in  the  way  of  repairs,  with  the  result  that  in  T919 
many  of  the  owners  were  faced  with  a  very  difficult  prob¬ 
lem,  as  the  cost  of  repairs  was  quite  out  of  proportion  to 
the  income  received,  and  they  were  prevented  from  closing 
the  houses  since  no  alternative  was  available  for  the  occu¬ 
piers. 

Unfortunately,  in  many  cases,  the  words  of  Miss  Octavia 
Hill,  ‘  The  homes  of  the  poor  are  bad,  but  they  have  made 
them  ten  times  worse,’  are  still  only  too  true,  and  it  would 
pass  the  wit  of  man  to  devise  a  dwelling-place  which  would 
remain  sanitary  after  a  few  months’  occupation  by  some  of 
the  tenants.  Lime-washing  is  comparatively  inexpensive 
and  can  be  done  fairly  often,  but  no  woodwork  or  plaster 
can  withstand  the  treatment  meted  out  to  it ;  no  rain  water 
gully  can  be  expected  to  deal  with  ashes,  sticks,  stones  and 
potato  peeling ;  and  a  hundred  gallon  flush  would  hardly  be 
sufficient  to  wash  away  some  of  the  articles  deposited  in  the 
water-closets. 

Unfit  Houses. 

3,068  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  267 
complaints  of  sanitary  defects  were  received  at  the  office. 
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A  summary  of  the  various  defects  found,  and  the  method 
of  dealing  with  them,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Description  of  Works  Carried  Out. 

After  Letter 
fr< 

Inspector. 

s  or  Notices 

5m 

Committee. 

Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  (wholly 

or  partly) 

35° 

I  48 

Houses  put  in  good  order  (general  repairs) 

572 

2  I  6 

Ventilation  improved 

7 

— • 

House  roofs  repaired 

i65 

54 

Spoutings  &  gutterings  repaired  or  renewed 

72 

53 

Washhouses  limewashed 

Washhouses  repaired  (floors,  roofs,  copper, 

58 

2  1 

etc.) 

1 47 

84 

Closets  repaired,  limewashed,  etc. 

132 

54 

New  closet  pans  fixed 

Closets  supplied  with  water  (fittings  re- 

24 

7 

paired) 

18 

2 

Additional  sa  nitary  accommodation  provided 

— 

— 

Drains  cleared 

141 

j  0 

New  drains  laid 

6 

5 

Drains  repaired,  ventilated,  etc. 

I  Q 

Soil-pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

7 

2 

New  glazed  scullery  sinks  fixed 

35 

6 

New  drain  traps  fixed 

1 2 

4 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

15 

4 

Yards  repaved  or  paving  repaired 

43 

1  1 

Yards  cleansed 

5 

— 

Nuisances  from  swine  (swine  removed)  .  . 
Nuisances  from  other  animals  (animals  re- 

7 

3 

moved) 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse  (re- 

2 1 

2 

moved) 

Drains  tested  and  found  defective  (defects 

23 

4 

remedied) 

7 

1 

Overcrowding 

1 2 

— 

Filthy  rooms  cleansed 

Other  sanitary  improvements  made  or  minor 

7 

— 

defects  remedied 

1 28 

1 4 

Visits  paid  to  Fish  Friers,  43;  Ice-cream  Makers,  39; 
and  Tripe  Dressers,  21. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 


There  are  at  present  within  the  City  four  registered 
Common  Lodging  Houses,  containing  24  bedrooms  capable 
of  accommodating  68  lodgers  nightly.  During  the  year, 
19,936  persons  used  these  rooms,  an  average  of  about  55 
persons  per  nig'ht. 

There  are  also  seven  houses  let  in  lodgings,  containing 
39  rooms  with  accommodation  for  .83  lodgers. 

All  these  premises  were  regularly  inspected,  and  the  Bye¬ 
laws  and  regulations  respecting  overcrowding,  cleanliness, 
and  ventilation  enforced,  special  attention  being  paid  to  the 
proper  separation  of  sexes.  During*  the  year  no  complaint 
has  been  received  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  any  registered 
keeper. 


Canal  Boats  Acts. 

Ail  canal  boats  plying  upon  the  canal  within  the  City 
boundary  are  under  regular  inspection,  and  during  the  year 
61  boats  were  examined,  on  which  there  were  66  men,  41 
women,  and  39  children.  The  ages  of  the  children  were 
said  to  be  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Under  1  year  ... 

•  .  3 

Under  1  year 

2 

1  to  5  years 

...  8 

1  to  5  years 

...  7 

5  to  10  years  ... 

2 

5  to  10  years 

•••  7 

io-  to  14  years  ... 

...  4 

10  to  12  years 

...  6 

*7 

22 

The  boats  were  found  to  be  in  clean  condition  and,  with 
the  following  exceptions,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  : 


Absence  of  certificate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Painting  and  repairing  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boat  not  properly  marked  ...  ...  1 

Certificate  not  identifying  owner  and  b  1 
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In  each  case  a  notice  was  served  upon  the  responsible 
persons  to  conform  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  the 
necessary  work  was  duly  carried  out. 

Drain  Testing. 

During  the  year  the  drainage  system  was  suspected  and 
tested  for  defects  in  respect  of  43  dwelling-houses. 

In  36  cases  the  results  of  such  tests  were  negative,  but 
in  the  other  seven,  positive.  These  seven  drains  were  there¬ 
fore  immediately  repaired  and  reconstructed. 

Disinfection. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  disinfection  of  pre¬ 
mises  where  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  occurred,  and 
during  the  year  448  rooms  have  been  disinfected  with  formic 
aldehyde  or  formalin.  In  addition,  the  following  articles 
have  been  disinfected  by  steam  at  the  disinfecting  station, 
Cold  Arbour  : — * 


Beds  and  Mattresses 

.  4° 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 

.  97 

Blankets 

.  50 

Carpets 

.  3 

Other  Articles 

.  I4I 

331 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  whole  of  the  97  vans  visiting  St.  Giles’  Fair  were 
inspected  previous  to  their  entrance  into  the  City,  and  were 
found  to  be  clean  and  orderly,  a  very  high  standard  of 
cleanliness  being  maintained  in  the  interiors.  The  number 
of  persons  accompanying  these  vans  was  164  men,  113 
women  and  79  children,  all  of  whom  were  free  from  disease. 

On  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  previous  to  the  Fair,  the 
conveniences  (Male  and  Female)  in  connection  with  the  West 
Oxford  School  were  opened  for  the  use  of  the  van  dwellers, 
and  the  arrangement  was  greatly  appreciated  by  them. 
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No  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  three  premises  in  the  City  where  offensive  trades  are 
carried  on  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  upon  each  oc¬ 
casion  found  satisfactory.  The  annual  licences  have  there¬ 
fore  been  renewed. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

In  one  case  there  was  trouble,  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
chimney  and  boiler  were  inefficient,  and  the  owners  at  once 
took  the  necessary  steps. 

Noxious  Fumes. 

A  nuisance  to  the  surrounding'  houses  was  caused  by 
fumes  from  a  factory.  The  process  producing  the  fumes  was 
removed  to  a  building  far  removed  from  houses. 

In  both  the  above  cases  the  owners  took  all  the  necessary 
steps,  involving  considerable  expense,  without  formal  notice 
from  the  Local  Authority. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories  reported  the  follow¬ 
ing  breaches  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts 


Sanitary  convenience  opening  into  workroom  i 
Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  i 

No  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  i 

Workshops  requiring  limewashing  ...  2 

Bakehouses  requiring  limewashing  ...  2 

These  complaints  were  at  once  investigated,  and  the 
work  necessary  carried  out. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  notices  have  been 
served  : — < 

Bakehouses  requiring  limewashing  ...  6 

Workshops  requiring  limewashing  ...  1 

Separate  accommodation  for  sexes 


1 
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tal  Inspections . 

Bakehouses 

37 

Factory  Bakehouses 

7 

Factories 

18 

Workshops 

44 

The  notices  were  promptly  complied  with,  and  no  case 
was  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Seven  farmers  are  now  registered  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  cow-keepers  ;  3  of  them  dispose  of  the  milk  produced  on 
their  premises  as  retailers,  while  the  remaining  4  act  as 
wholesalers. 

There  are  also  95  purveyors  upon  the  register,  but  21  of 
them  are  resident  outside  the  City  boundary,  therefore  their 
premises  are  not  open  to  inspection  by  me. 

Graded  Milk. 

There  are  at  present  within  the  City  4  licensed  bottlers 
and  distributors  of  Grade  ‘  A  ’  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ;  in 
addition  there  are  3  licensed  distributors  of  that  class  of  milk, 
1  licensed  distributor  of  Certified  Milk,  and  1  producer  of 
Grade  ‘  A  ’  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  licensed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

During  the  past  year  85  samples  of  Grade  ‘  A  ’  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  have  been  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Exami¬ 
nation,  16  of  which  were  certified  to  contain  Coli  Bacilli,  the 
remaining  samples  conforming  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Special  Milk  Designations  Order. 

In  all  cases  where  the  presence  of  Coli  Bacilli  was  certi¬ 
fied,  the  distributors  were  at  once  informed  and  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  examination  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Milk 
Committee,  who  upon  two  occasions  found  it  necessary  to 
summon  the  distributors  to  appear  before  them  for  explana¬ 
tions. 

Bovine  Tuberculosis . 

During  the  past  year,  12  samples  of  milk  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination  for  Tuberculosis  by 
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animal  inoculation,  and  found  free  from  the  disease  men¬ 
tioned. 


Public  Conveniences. 


The  following-  public  conveniences  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  : — 


St.  Giles’  (Women)  : 
The  Plain  (Women)  : 
Rewley  Road  (Men)  : 
The  Plain  (Men)  : 

St.  Giles’  (Men)  : 
Blue  Boar  St.  (Men) 


3  W.C'.’s  (T  free) 
2  W.C.’s  ( i  free) 
Urinal  and  3  W.C.’s 
Urinal  and  3  W.C.’s 
Urinal  and  2  W.C.’s 
:  Urinal  and  1  W.C 


St.  John’s  Road  (Men)  :  Urinal  and  1  W.C. 
Folly  Bridge  (Men)  :  Urinal  and  1  W.C. 

Elm  Tree,  Cowley  Road  (Men)  : 

Urinal  and  2  W.C.’s. 
Paradise  Street  (Men)  :  Urinal. 

Rose  Place  (Men)  :  Urinal. 

Cowley  Road  (Poor  Law 

Grounds)  (Men)  :  Urinal. 


(Attendant). 
(Attendant). 
(Attendant). 
(Attendant). 
(No  Attendant). 
(No  Attendant). 
(No  Attendant). 
(No  Attendant). 

(No  Attendant). 
(No  Attendant). 
(No  Attendant). 

(No  Attendant) . 


A  man  is  specially  employed  to  keep  the  conveniences, 
where  there  are  no  attendants,  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  reports 
that,  where  there  are  no  attendants,  the  conveniences  are 
often  found  in  a  very  filthy  condition. 

The  financial  returns  were  as  follows  :  — 


Lavatories.  W.C.'s.  Total. 


£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

5. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

St.  Giles’  (Men) 

38 

9 

10 

38 

9 

10 

,,  (Women) 

7 

7  0 

156 

hr 

/ 

5 

i63 

M 

r- 

a 

St.  Clement’s  (Men)  ... 

4 

4  2 

3 2 

IO 

1 1 

36 

U 

1 

,,  (Women) 

1 

9  11 

37 

6 

9 

38 

16 

8 

Rewlev  Road  (Men)  ... 

-7 

/ 

6  6 

53 

T5 

*7 

/ 

61 

2 

1 

Blue  Boar  Street  (Men) 

1 5 

16 

8 

LS 

t6 

8 

St.  John’s  Road  (Men) 

o 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

£20  7  7 


337  L3  2 


358  0  9 


50 


According'  to  the  records  of  the  attendants,  the  numbers 
of  persons  using-  the  free  accommodation  were  (excluding  St. 
Giles’  Fair  days)  : — 

St.  Giles’  (Women)  ...  ...  ...  12,221 

St.  Clement’s  (Women)  ...  ...  8,128 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

During  the  year  179  samples  were  obtained  from  vendors 
and  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  (27  of  which  were  taken 
informally),  who  certified  that  167  of  the  samples  were 
genuine  and  12  adulterated. 

A  dminis  tration . 

In  connection  with  sample  marked  A. 897,  certified  to  be 
deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent.,  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken  against  the  vendor,  who  pleaded  careless¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  his  assistant  in  not  properly  stirring  the 
milk  previous  to  serving  customers.  A  fine  of  10/-  and  10/6 
analyst’s  fee  was  inflicted. 

Respecting  the  other  samples  marked  A. 842,  A. 853,  A. 888, 
A. 889,  A. 892,  A. 894  and  A. 989,  warnings  were  sent  to  the 
various  vendors  informing  them  that,  in  future,  all  milk  dis¬ 
tributed  in  this  City  must  conform  with  the  standard  laid 
down  by  the  Regulations. 

In  regard  to  informal  sample  marked  A. 849,  the  vendor  at 
that  time  was  under  suspicion  and  this  sample  was  obtained 
from  a  householder  after  delivery,  and  certified  to  contain  13 
per  cent,  of  added  water.  All  samples  since  obtained  from 
the  same  vendor  have  been  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as 
genuine. 

The  sample  marked  A. 991  and  certified  to  contain  4-82 
per  cent  of  added  water,  was  obtained  from  a  vendor  whose 
residence  is  situate  outside  the  City  Boundary,  and  all  milk 
retailed  by  him  is  produced  and  collected  in  the  County. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  Analyst’s  Certificate  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  informed  of  the  result  of  the  analysis  and  advised  to 


Nature  of 
Sample. 

No 

Examined. 

No- 

Genuine. 

Remarks  on  Genuine 

Samples. 

No. 

Adulterated. 

Reference 

No. 

Nature  of 
Adulteration. 

No. 

Informal. 

New  Milk 

94 

84 

10 

A.  842 

2  66  %  deficient  in  fat 

I 

A-  853 

1 7  67  70 

a.  888 

*66  7o  *  „ 

a.  889 

8-66  »/„ 

A.  892 

'4-oo% 

A.  894 

S'33  % 

| 

A.  897 

50  60  70 

A.  989 

>8-33  70 

1 

A.  849 

13-00  7u  added  water 

Cream 

5 

No  Preservative 

2 

A.  99 1 

A.  994 

482% 

°’35  °/0  Boric  Acid 

5 

Cream  Preserved 

i 

l 

Contained  40-55  °/0  Fat  and 

A.  996 

O'' 5% 

1 

Dried  Milk 

°’33  %  Boric  Acid 

2 

2 

Contained  24  22  and  27-40% 

2 

Fat 

Condensed  Milk, 

Sweetened 

3 

3 

Condensed  Milk, 

3 

Unsweetened 

2 

2 

Condensed  Milk, 
Machine  skimmed, 

2 

Sweetened  ... 

I 

I 

1 

Butter 

Sponge  Cake  .  . 

8 

8 

7  contained  Boric  Acid,  0-14, %, 

017  7o>  °' 1 3  °/o>  o-i4°/°. 

0  05  %,  0-32  °/°  &  0-13% 

8 

8 

Honey 

2 

2 

Vinegar 

8 

8 

4  contained  Acetic  Acid,  4-5670. 

4-38  70,  4  20  70l  4-44%.  and 

I  Poor  Quality 

White  Pepper  ... 

3 

3 

Baking  Powder  ... 

3 

3 

Ground  Rice 

2 

2 

Coffee 

6 

6 

Tapioca  ... 

3 

3 

‘ 

Rice 

3 

3 

Tea 

i 

1 

Jam 

4 

4 

Wine  (Medicated) 

4 

4 

. 

Sausages 

4 

4 

2  contained  Boric  Acid,  1 19 

and  u-2  grains  per  lb. 

Apples 

12 

1 2 

4  certified  free  from  arsenic. 

8  had  traces 

12 

1  contained  1/300  part  of  a 

I 

grain  per  lb.,  another  1/200 
and  another  1/120 

• 

'79 

167 

12 

27 

inform  the  authority  in  whose  district  the  producer  resided 
and  endeavour  to  have  samples  taken  for  analysis  at  the 
farm  premises. 

This  has  since  been  carried  out,  and  the  samples  obtained 
were  certified  to  contain  20  per  cent,  of  added  water. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  farmer  by  the 
County  Authorities,  and  a  fine  of  £ 20  and  costs  inflicted. 

In  face  of  the  above  facts  no  action  was  taken  against 
the  retailer  by  this  Authority. 

The  samples  of  cream  were  obtained  by  the  Inspector  in¬ 
formally,  but  upon  receipt  of  the  Certificates  from  the 
Analyst,  the  vendors  of  samples  containing  Boric  Acid 
marked  A. 994  and  A. 996  were  at  once  informed  of  the  re¬ 
sults  and  warnings  given. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  following  articles  of  food  w’ere  examined  and  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  therefore  surrendered 
to  me  to  be  destroved  :  — 


Beef 

4,132  lbs. 

Mutton 

124  lbs. 

Pork 

286'lbs. 

Veal 

156  lbs. 

Bacon 

15  lbs. 

Prawns 

2  tins. 

Kippers 

8  boxes  (96'lbs). 

Herrings 

1  box  (12  lbs). 

Eggs  . 

1 1 6. 

Included  in  the  above  totals  are  2,042  lbs.  of  beef,  74  lbs. 
of  mutton,  286  lbs.  of  pork,  156  lbs.  of  veal,  15  lbs.  of  bacon 
and  1  box  of  herrings  examined  and  condemned  by  Mr.  God¬ 
frey,  Veterinary  Inspector. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

During  National  Rat  Week  illustrated  posters  were  ob¬ 
tained  and  posted  in  prominent  positions  throughout  the 
City,  in  addition  to  the  press  advertising  the  fact. 
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The  practice  of  distributing  free  of  charge  rat  poison 
(Barium  Carb.)  has  been  continued,  and  during  the  year  242 
boxes  have  been  disposed  of,  each  box  containing  sufficient 
poison  to  make  50  baits. 

Rat  destruction  in  the  City  is  difficult,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  lath  and  plaster  buildings  and  the  fact  that  the 
streets  in  the  centre  of  the  City  are  laid  on  a  considerable 
depth  of  made-up  ground. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  more  enthusiasm  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  these  pests  is  developing  amongst  the  residents  than 
in  past  years. 

Undoubtedly  a  great  number  of  rats  were  killed  during 
the  past  vear,  chiefly  by  poison  but  there  is  no  means  of 
ascertaining  the  number. 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
kind  courtesy  shown  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  Assistant  In¬ 
spectors,  C.  H.  Clarke  and  W.  J.  Prickett,  for  their  active 
and  willing  co-operation,  and  of  mentioning  the  interest  in 
his  work  shown  by  the  junior  engaged  in  this  Department. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


Thomas  Ridley. 
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VETERINARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT. 


Inspection  of  Dairy  Farms. 

There  are  eleven  herds  of  dairy  cows  in  the  City  which 
supply  milk  for  consumption  within  the  City  itself.  I  have 
made  periodic  inspections  of  these  herds  and  can  report 
favourably  on  them  all.  The  general  condition  of  the  animals 
is  very  good,  and  the  housing',  milking-,  etc.,  is  quite  satis¬ 
factory. 


Meat  Inspection. 


The  amount  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  found  in  the 
City  has  been  comparatively  small.  Twenty-one  cases  have 
occurred  in  which  meat  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  and  in  all  cases  the  meat  was  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered  to  me  and  destroyed.  Ten  cases  required  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  carcase,  and  the  remainder,  partial  des¬ 
truction.  The  following-  list  g-ives  the  number  of  cases,  and 
the  cause  of  condemnation  : — 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Putrefaction  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Actinoirq/cosis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inflammatory  diseases  ...  ...  5 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


All  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  is  destroyed  by  burn¬ 
ing-  it  at  the  Oxford  Gas  Works.  This  was  done  under  my 
personal  supervision. 


Administration  of  Meat  Regulations. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  carrying- 
out  of  these  regulations,  with  regard  to  the  handling  and 
transport  of  meat. 
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A  very  large  majority  of  the  shops  in  the  City  have  glazed 
fronts,  and  little  or  no  meat  is  retailed  from  open  stalls. 
The  general  condition  of  the  shops  is  excellent. 

During  the  year  the  City  Council  adopted  Clause  9  (b)  of 
the  model  Bye-laws  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  place  of 
Clause  9(a)  hitherto  in  force.  The  use  of  mechanically 
operated  instruments  for  stunning  purposes  has  now  been 
adopted  by  all  butchers  in  the  City. 


Inspection  of  Slaughter-houses. 


I  have  made  frequent  inspections  of  slaughter-houses  in 
the  City,  and,  speaking*  generally,  the  conditions  of  working- 
may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Many  of  the  buildings, 
however,  are  old,  ill-adapted  for  the  work,  and  badly  situated. 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  : — 


Registered 

Licensed 


In  1920.  Jan.  1925.  Dec.  1925. 
20  18  17 
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I  am, 


Your  obedient  servant 


C.  J.  N.  Godfrey. 


